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Rationale

“It is vital that we get to know and value all young children. All children learn more in the
period from hirth to five years old than any other time in their lives. If children are at risk of

“When we give every child the best start in their early years, we give them what they need
today. We also set them up with every chance of success tomorrow” (Development Matters
Sept 2023)

At Benington C of E Primary School, the Early Years Foundation Stage is viewed as a
children. We helieve that all children are unique and bring with them a diverse range of
previous experiences and learning which must be acknowledged and built upon. It is vital
child’s school education.

Owr Core Pwrpose

At Benington C of E Primary School, we provide highly effective teaching and learning within
a cultwre of challenge, nurture and support. We support all children to progress to he the hest
they can be. Owr curriculum enahbles as many children as possible to achieve a Good Level of
Development by the end of their time in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and we

Principles




Our EYFS policy is directly related to owr school vision, values and cwrriculum statement. It
principles af EYFS:

e Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
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e Children learn and develop well in enabling enwironments with teaching and support from
adults, who respond, to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their
learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between proctitioners and,
parents and/ or carers.

¢ We recognise the importance of all areas of learming and development. Children develop
and learn at different rates. Our pructice is informed, by the EYFS fromework and, covers the
edumﬂunandoamoﬁauduldmmEYFS including children with special educational needs
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is detailed in the Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage (link helow)
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (updated January 2024)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6596dc9Pc23a10000d8d0ha8/EYFS _statutory, fro

Our carefully planned curriculum, quality inteructions and use of assessment ensures

Planning a cwriculum with a focus on what we want children to learmn.

Using a range of different approuches to enswre owr pedagogy is effective in helping
children to learn.

e Implementing a range of assessment strutegies to check what children have leamt in
e Supporting children to develop their self-regulation and executive function.

e Developing a strong partnership with parents through positive and regular

The Areas of Teaching and Learning

Ouwr early years setting follows the cwrriculum as outlined in the revised 2024 EYFS statutory,

Jramework. The EYFS frumework includes 7 areas,onLearmng,and,dmrelﬂpmmmatam
eq,tmﬂ@unpurtantand,ww cmuwotedseotwn& Thepﬂmaw"eas,mswba&
capacity to learn, form relationships and, thrive.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6596dc9fc23a10000d8d0ba8/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_based_providers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6596dc9fc23a10000d8d0ba8/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_based_providers.pdf

The 3 prime areas are:

e Comununication and language

- Listening, attention and understanding

- Speaking,

e Physical development

- Gross motor skills - Fine motor skills

e Personal, social and emotional development

- Self-regulation - Managing self - Building relationships

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

e Literucy

- Comprehension - Word reading, - Writing

e Mathematics

- Numbers

- Numerical patterns

¢ Understanding the world

- Past and, present - People, culture and communities - The natwral world
e Expressive arts and design

- Creating with materials

- Being imaginative and expressive

We recognise that teaching can take place at alltimes of the day through directed teaching
sessions, through times of play and inside and, outside the classroom. We encourage all of
these. We strive to- make owr enwironments irresistible to children and encourage our staff and
and aim to ensure a halance of formal and informal leaming. Staff are encowruged to think
carefully ahout their questions and interventions in children's learning in order to optimise

At appropriate opportunities the adults will:

« Question, respond to questions and engage the child in extended corwersations that support
« Extend vocabulary, knowledge and skills

« Encouruge independence

« Add resowrces that stimulate, motivate and engage the lecurner

« Demonstrute, model and work alongside the children

« Help children to see links in their learning

+ Support and encowruge the children

« Encouruge children to he problem solvers, problem setters and investigators
+ Re~direct the play if necessary

« Help children to learn how to negotiate and resolve conflict

» Promaote children's well-heing

+ Observe and assess learning



« Provide feedhack to child/other adult/parents
« Ensure the enwironment is safe and, secure and that the Welfare Requirements are in place

Charucteristics of Effective Learning

We uphold the view that learning is underpinned by the characteristics of effective learning.
In planning and guiding children's activities, practitioners must reflect on the different wuys

The 3 charucteristics of effective teaching and learning are:
- playing and exploring - children investigate and, experience things, and ‘have a go’;
enjoy achievements; and

All of these areas interlink throughout the cwrriculum and adults make the most of
also recognise that there are times when they need to take a step back to enable children to
think critically and solve a problem by trial and, error or perseverunce.

It is our aim that children leave the EYFS with:

- a positive ‘can do’ attitude to learning

e a willingness to take risks and make mistakes

¢ high levels of engagement in a task where they, can practise and build up concepts, ideas
and skills

® perseverunce
aloveoj&[earmrlg,
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Early Language, Reading and Mathematics

At Benington C of E Primary School, we provide a language-rich enwironment in which high
quality talk is valued. All stafff model good communication skills in their inteructions with
pupils and each other. For early phonics teaching, the school follows the Little Wandle
readers. Home reading materials ensure that the children are given reading hooks that reflect
by taking home hooks with no words. When ready they take home reading hooks to- match
comprehension skills; in line with the Revised Framework to enswre that children are able, to
mw@hmmﬂwmad,mmwmw. Thws&t&alomg&deﬂwdevdopm%oj&duldmﬂs
compmhan&nnand,vowbmarg, with a specific focus on closing the vocabulary gap for
children starting school with less experience of a language rich enwironment. Adults also

strive to promote o love of reading though daily story time and carefully chosen hooks within
tlwlearrungerwuvnmznbhkzsturbock& Teadw*sdosdg,muwdwdms/pmgms&m



are implemented to address gaps in learning promptly. Advice is sought from the SENCo
where these do not prove successful.

Maths is taught through a range of experiences including counting as part of the daily,
experiences through the learning environment. We recognise that Maths can take place in any
opportunities. As with phonics, children experiencing any difficulties are identified early and
whole class teaching, extending the children's understanding, allowing key mathematical
concepts to be revisited and developed across the year. We adopt the NCETM Mastering
Number approuch to our teaching, which ensures progression and coveruge throughout the
year.

Play

We helieve that it is vitally important for adults to support children's learning through play.
We helieve that play, both indoors and outdoors, is the fundamental way in which young,
children learn. When playing, children hehave in different ways. Sometimes, their play will he
achieving the Early Learning Gouls, the desired outcomes for the end of the EYFS.

Planning

The teachers responsible for Reception use the EYFS statutory Framework. From this and from
analysis of data and on-going assessments, areas of learning are planned through a series of
topics, initiated by the pupils’ interests, each of which affers experiences in all seven areas of
learning. These plans then inform short-term weekly planning, alongside ohservations, which
remains flexible for unplanned circumstances or children's responses.

Adult focused and independent activities are planned on a weekly hasis. Children have the
opportunity to work in each of the learning areas within the classroom and outdoors. Whole
class, group and individual activities are used to- develop skills in all areas of the cwrriculum, as
appropriate.

We plan a halance hetween children having time and space to engage in their own child-initiated,
activities and those that are planned by the adults. During children's play, our early years
practitioners interact and question to challenge children. In planning and guiding children's
activities, we reflect as practitioners on the different ways that children learn and reflect these in
owr pructice.

Assessment
At Benington C of E Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning

and development processes. Staff ohserve pupils to identify their level of achievement,
interests and, learning styles using the online tool Evidence Me. These ohservations are used to



shape future planning and are shared with parents. Parents are encowruged to contribute
and share any out of school experiences.

The Reception Baseline Assessment is carried out within the first few weeks of a child starting
in Reception. We also use a range of assessments, hoth formative and summative.

At the end of Reception, teachers complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed,
against the 17 Early Learning Gouls, indicating whether they are:

e meeting expected levels of development

e not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)

children. The results of the profile are shared with parents and carers. EYFS profile data is
submitted to the Local Authority (LA) in the summer term when these are requested. The LA is
under a duty to return this data to the relevant government department. We formally report to
parents three times a year, in Novemhber, March and, July. The report in July is a detailed,

Safety

At Benington C of E Primary School, we helieve children learn hest when they are healthy,
safe and secure. Children's safety and welfare is paramount to us. We create o safe, secure
and welcoming enwironment where children can enjoy learming and grow in confidence. We
provide a curriculum that teaches children how to be safe, make choices and assess risks. We
encowrnge children to operute in safe ways and to keep them safe.

We promote the good health of the children in owr care in numerous ways, including the
provision af nutritious food, following set procedures when children hecome il or have an
accident.

Inclusion

We value all of our children as unique individuals at Benington C of E Primary School,
irespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, hackground, ahility or gender.
We plan a cwriculum that meet the needs of the individual child and support them at their
own pace so that most of our children meet the expected levels of development against the
Early Learning Gouls. We strongly believe that early identification of children with additional
needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the support that they need and in doing so,
work closely with parents and outside agencies. At times, it is necessary to work with
children in @ small group or on an individual basis outside of the learning environment to
allow for specialist input e.g. Speech and Language support. However, whenever possible,
support is provided within the classroom context.

Relationships with Parents/Carers and the Wider Community

We know what an important role parents/carers play in their children's learning jowrney, and,
we aim to involve them as much as possible in school life. We recognise the huge
contribution that parents make to their child's learning and we work hard to- develop and
sustain links with parents. We seek to start building relationships with parents from the term



information sessions. We do this in a range of different ways, which range from
communication with home to inviting parents into the school setting. These include:

e Introductory sessions (hased on individual needs)

e Our Seedlings stay and play sessions

e Reading hooks shared between home and school

e Weekly Reading mormings

e Weekly and termly newsletters

e Parent workshops

e Parents consultations

Working with other services and organisations is integral to- ouwr pructice in order to meet the
needs of our children. At times we may need to share information with other professionals to
provide the best support possible. We draw on our links with the community, to enrich,
children's experiences by taking them on outings, for example to the local church, and

T iti

At Benington C of E Primary School we work closely with the local pre-schools and nurseries
to enswre that we have detailed information about the children prior to them starting school.
The Early Years team communicate with these settings in the summer term prior to the
children starting school. The Early Years staff ohserve all of the children and talk to their
parents when they are invited to join us for six one hour sessions in the summer term.

As the children prepare to enter KS1, the Year 1 teachers ohserve the children in the Early Years
setting during the summer term. The Early Years teachers also meet with the Year 1 teachers
to discuss the end of year data within a Pupil Progress and Attainment Meeting in order to
enswre a smooth transition into Year 1. These discussions help the Year 1 teacher to plan an
children will also spend time with their new teacher in the Year 1 classroom.



