BIPS

Handwriting &
Presentation workshop



Ofsted November 2018 said:

"Pupils are enthusiastic writers, they
receive good advice on how to improve
their writing. However, handwriting skills
are not taught systematically. This means
that pupils’ work is not consistently well
presented.”



Examples of handwriting (Aston)
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History of handwriting at Benington

» Children were taught correct letter formation with
emphasis on correct grip and posture.

* The handwriting policy stated that once children could form
letters correctly and consistently that they would be taught
to join.

» Some letters were not joined: b, g, j, p, s, and y. These were
the letters that finished with a left facing stroke.

* Handwriting lessons were incorporated into English lessons.

* In a drive to improve standards, over the last few years we
have introduced a pen licence.



Why Cursive?

* Research suggests that learning a cursive handwriting style
earlier, improves presentation.

* There is evidence to sugges’r that children with fine motor
difficulties and spelling difficulties do better if they do not
have to take their pencil off the page and the writing flows.

* Teaching the 'leads in" as well as the ‘leads out’ of letters
helps children to join correctly - by the end of Key Stage 2
the expectation is that children will have a neat, joined

style.

* Other small schools in the local area that have adopted the
cursive format have achieved outstanding results.



Expectations in Reception

« Mark-making
* Correct pencil grip and posture

* Modelling of letter formation using magic finger in the air
and knowing the starting point

* Discrete sessions planned into the curriculum as well as
practise in phonics and free learning time

* As soon as letters are consistently formed correctly and of
a consistent size, Acorn children may be taught ‘lead ins’ and
'lead outs'.



Pre-cursive

* Once children are ready they will be taught pre-cursive methods. This
means letters have a ‘lead in” and ‘lead out’ but do not actually join.

* These will be taught in groups of letters with a similar formation:

VWX Z




Cursive

* The aim of cursive is that all lower case letters will join to all
other lower case letters and the entry point is on the line.

* Capital letters will NEVER join

* Fully cursive handwriting helps children to develop a muscle
memory of the word as well as its formation.

* This will support the learning of spellings.

 Our expectation is that fully cursive handwriting will be used
across all subjects including: homework books, reading records
and written in pencil until children are awarded a pen licence.



How to form letters correctly

* Now have a go!




Raising the profile of cursive writing

* Pegs of Pride

* Pen licences

« Headteacher's award
« Hexagons

* Merits

* Class rewards

« BOBs

« Showcasing work in other classes



Support that must be given at home

* Homework and reading records to be written in pre-cursive
or cursive in pencil completed on a flat surface.

. Mocli“el this writing style to your child. If you do it, they will
Too!!!

* Encourage your child to take pride in all presentation.

» Writing for different purposes in cursive e.g. a shopping list,
book review etc.

* Watch your child to ensure they have the correct pencil grip
and are forming letters correctly.

 Have HIGH EXPECTATIONS!



Thank-you for coming today

Please look out for this presentation on our school website

Practise makes perfect



