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Inspiring care, respect and trust for all in owr Christian community

RE Policy Statement

Religious education is unique in the cwrriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor
a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that: ‘Religious Education has
equal standing in relation to core subjects af the National Curriculwm in that it is

Aims

syllabus and, the Chuwrch of England Education Office Statement af Entitlement
(2019). The primary purpose of religious education is to promote religious literacy. By
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The aims of RE are to enahble pupils to:

» Know ahout and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through
the exploration of core heliefs using an approuach that critically, engages with
hiblical text;

» To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews,

iating diversity, ity and o thin the, religions and.
worldviews studied;

« To engage with challenging questions af meaning and purpose raised by human
experience and existence;



» To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain's
cultures and places; and

« To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical woys of living,
helieving and, thinking.

In achieving these aims, religious education contributes in a significant way to the
Jourishing of all children, allowing them to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10).

Cwrricwlum

Religious education is an academic suhject, delivered in an academic, ohjective and

The curriculum for religious education is designed to enswre religious literacy lies at
the heart. A multi-disciplinary approuch to cwrriculwm design provides a balance
hetween theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences.

Theology: This examines where heliefs come from, how they have changed over
each other.

Philosophy: This is about finding out how and whether things make sense. It deals
knowledge and, existence.

Human/Social Sciences: This explores the diverse ways in which people proctice their
heliefs, both now and in the past. It engages with the impact of heliefs on
individuals, ities, and, societies.

A sequential cwrriculwm map has heen designed in order to- allow pupils to hecome
is approuched.

« At Key Stage One, pupils study e.g. primarily Christianity, Islam and Judaism, with
reference made to other principal religions, heliefs and worldviews

« At Key Stage Two pupils study primarily, Christianity, Sikhism, Judaism, Buddhism
and Hinduism, with reference made to other principal religions, beliefs and,
worldview

In accordance with the Statement of Entitlement (2019), 2/3 of cwriculum time is
allocated, to the teaching of Christianity. This entitlement is met hoth through the
weekly, or blocked teaching of religious education, and through additional ‘RE’ days
which focus on an aspect of the Christian Faith.



The use of the resource Unde/standmg,Ch/waamtg/p,amuuarhg,suppm*t&m

Teaching RE

Religious education uses an enquiry-hased approuch to learning. This is based on the
hest pructice framework in Understanding Christianity and the Hertfordshire Agreed,
explores aspects of the theological, philosophical and human/social sciences. A range
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Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith
communities through visits to local places of worship or visit from memhbers of local
Jaith communities.

Assessment

education. In broud terms, the following principles have been applied to each aspect

abstruct and complex;

» Moving from simple ideas and beliefs/concepts to- making connections hetween
themandpladmg,thesewithinwbiggerpiotumorm@tarnarrauvw
andwmidew&thmughengugeme%wﬁhwbmudznmg,andmuwsmw
complex range of information;

« Showing an increasing ahility to critically question and form coherent, logical

including i . ition, of. di of opini l

« Expressing a broudening understanding of diversity in terms of the natwre of

Pupils are assessed using age-related expectations. This is done in a variety of ways
e.g. through written activities, role play, art work, discussiorn.

Assessment is regarded as an integrol part of teaching and leaming and is a
continuous process. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to assess all pupils in
their class. We assess the children in order to- ensure that they make good progress in



In addition, pupils are encouruged to use self-assessment to evaluate their own
knowledge and understanding. A comment ahout their progress is made in the
annual report to- parents.

Monitoring and Evaluation

I ion, looking at work, talking to children and reviewing, the curricul "
stafp.

The co-ordinator is responsible for contributing to the school's self-evaluation
process. In addition, the governing hody monitor the role of religious education in
upholding the Trust Deed of the school and its contribution to the Christian vision of
the school.

Responsihilities for RE within each school by the Headteacher and Governors

As well as fulfilling their legal obligations, the local governing hody and headteacher
should also make sure that:

+ all pupils make progress in achieving the aims of the RE cuwrriculuwm;

- standards and achievement in RE and the quality of the provision are subject to
regulor and, effective opportunities for CPD;

litod lification, in the subject;

» clear information is provided on the school wehsite about the RE cwrriculum;

» RE is resourced, staffed and timetabled so that the school can fulfil its legal
obligations on RE and, pupils can make good progress;

» where there are insufficient teachers in a school/ academy who are prepared to
teach RE, the principal/headteacher ensures that pupils receive their entitlement
to religious education. In these circumstances, headteachers might wish to seek
advice from the Diocese.

The Right of Withdrawul From RE
Our school is an inclusive community but recognises that parents have the legal right
However, the right of withdrawul does not extend to other areas of the cwriculum



raised by pupils or there are issues related to religion that arise in other subjects such

as history or citizenship.
We would ask any parent considering this to contact the headteacher to discuss any

concerns or anxieties about the policy, provision and practice of religious education.

this, if they wish;
» The school may review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents;

» The use of the right to- withdraw should be at the instigation of parents, and it
should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the suhject or specific
parts of it. No reasons need he given;

« Parents have the right to choose whether or not to- withdraw their child from
the educational ohjectives and content of the syllabus. In this way, parents can
make an informed, decision;

+ Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must he
respected, and where religious education is integrated in the curriculum, the
school will need to- discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to
explore how the child’'s withdrawal can be best accommodated;

« If pupils are withdrawn from religious education, the school has a duty to
supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extro cost.
Pupils will usually remain on the premises;

» Where a pupil has heen withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements
receive. This religious education could he provided at the school in question, or
provided if this is reasonahbly corwenient;

« I neither approuch is pructicable, outside arrangements can be made to provide
pupil may be withdrawn from the school for a reasonable period of time to
allow them to attend this external religious education;

« Outside arrangements for RE are allowed as long as the local authority is satisfied,

that any interference with the pupil's attendance at the school resulting from the
withdrawal will affect only the start or end of a school session.



Role of the RE Leader

- To enswre that the RE policy is implemented and to keep up to date with reviews;

» To have oversight of the RE curriculum and keep up. to date with local and national
changes;

« To monitor, review and update resources;

» To monitor pupil progress and achievement;

» To maintain and build priorities set by, the school;

To develop links with the Church and Diocese;

» To couch, mentor and support teachers in developing their strengths in teaching RE,
including planning, arranging and delivering CPD as appropriate; and

» To liaise with parents to enswre all children receive their entitlement.

Entitlement and Inclusion - EAL, SEN, More Ahle

All children are entitled to access a hroud and balanced cwrriculum at an appropriate
level. Teachers should include a range of teaching styles and groupings to allow all
children to make progress. Every child should be given opportunity to develop their

Parental and Comumunity Involvement

Parents are encowrnged to involve themselves in RE within each school. Parents are
iwited into the school to look at their children's work, and a report on their child's
Wwwmmmmgoﬁmw@wmmughmand,mm e.g.: the
children visit the chuwrch every year to learn about concepts such as symholism.

Professional Development
The contrihution RE makes to other cwricwlum aims

Section 78 (1) of the 2002 Education Act states that all pupils should follow a

prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life .

Examining and exploring religions and beliefs, through the distinct knowledge,
I lina and, skills ned, i reliai lucation, is ol to- achievi



these aims. Exploring the concepts of religion and helief and their roles in the
spiritual, moral and cultwral lives of people in a diverse society helps individuals

develop moral awuareness and social understanding.
Personal development and well-being

employment and lifelong leaming. It helps children and young people become
su,ccessjlul,lmmm cm’%denbmdundml&ar@respmm@@uﬂm& Itgure&thmﬂw

Comumunity cohesion

Religious education makes an important contribution promoting community cohesion.
It provides a key context to develop young people’s understanding and appreciation
o;Bdwersug, memotashumd,value&andwdwuzngzraasmwmd,dwumunatwn
levels.

The school community
Religious education provides a positive context within which the diversity of cultures,
heliefs and values can be celehruted and explored.

The comumunity within which the school is located
Religi lucati . tios tor i . of diversity of

The UK community
the UK and how this influences national life.

The glohal community
Reliai lucation involves the study, of of global signifi L

Religious education suhject matter gives particulor opportunities to promote an ethos
and heliefs. This contributes to promaoting a positive and, inclusive academy ethos



